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VIENNAS U.N. CITY 
ONE YEAR FROM NOW, VIFNNA WILL JOIN NEW YORK AND GENEVA AS 
A CENTER FOR UNITED NATIONS AGFNCIES. ALONG THE DANUBE RIVER, 
FOUR TOWERS ARE BEING BULIT TO HOUSE THESF AGENCIES. THE 
PROJECT IS CALLED VIFNNA'S UNITED NATIONS CITY. BUT EVEN AS 
THE TOWERS ARE GOING UP, THERE ARE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE COST 
AND ABOUT UNFILLED SPACE. RON PEMSTEIN VISITED VIENNA'S U.N, 


CENTER AND FILED THIS REPORT. 


PIDGEONS FLY INSIDE WHAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE A GRAND ENTRANCE 
HALL FOR VIENNA'S UNITED NATIONS CITY, THE BIRDS CORRECT 
THE IMPRESSION THE VISITOR HAS FROM ACROSS THE DANUBE RIVER. 
THE MASSIVE CONCRETE, HALF-MOON SHAPED TOWERS MAKE IT SEEM 
YOU ARE APPROACHING A COMPLETED COMPLEX. CLOSER INSPECTION 


REVEALS HOLLOW SHELLS. 


OFFICIALS SAY EVERYTHING IS RIGHT ON SCHEDULE TO MOVE IN 
EMPLOYEES IN THE MIDDLE OF NEXT YEAR AFTER SIX YEARS OF 
CONSTRUCTION, ONE TOWER WILL HOUSE ONE-THOUSAND~SIX-HUNDRED 
EMPLOYEES OF THE INTERANTIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY, CURRENTLY 
ON VIENNAS FASHIONABLE RING. ANOTHER IS DESIGNED FOR THE 
TWELVE-HUNDRED EMPLOYEES OF THE UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL 


DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATON, HOUSED NOW IN TEMPORARY STRUCTURES. 


THE REST OF THE OFFICE SPACE WAS DESIGNED FOR THE FLOW OF 
AGENCIES THAT SOME OFFICIALS EXPECTED TO COME FROM GENEVA, 

THE U.N.'S EUROPEAN HEADQUARTERS. SO FAR, THAT FLOW CONSISTS 
OF THREE HUNDRED MEMBERS OF THE U.N. NARCOTICS AGENCY. THAT 
STILL LEAVES FOUR COMPLETE FLOORS VACANT. THIS DOES NOT WORRY 
U.N, OFFICIALS, HOWEVER, WHO SAY IT WOULD BE THE FIRST TIME 


IN HISTORY THEY FAILED TO FILL AVAILABLE SPACE IN A SHORT TIME. 


VOICE: 
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VIENNAS U.N, CITY 


IT'S SOMEWHAT EMBARRASSING FOR THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT WHICH 

IS SPENDING NINE-HUNDRFD-MILLION DOLLARS TO BUILD THE U.N. 
COMPLEX BEFORE TURNING IT OVER TO THE UNITED NATIONS RENT-FREE, 
WHEN THE IDEA BEGAN, VIENNA WAS ONE OF EUROPE'S LEAST EXPENSIVE 
CITIES COMPARED WITH GENEVA, BUT AFTER CONSTRUCTION STARTED, 
SKYROCKETING LIVING COSTS MADE VIFNNA THE WORLDS SIXTH MOST 
EXPENSIVE CITY AND THEREFORE LESS DESIRABLE FOR UNITED NATIONS 
AGENCIES. SECRETARY GENERAL KURT WALDHFIM, A VIENNA NATIVE, 
EXPLAINED TO THE NEWSPAPER, DIE PRESSF, THAT HE IS HAVING 
TROUBLE PERSUADING DIPLOMATS TO COME HFRF. THE CITY IS 
APPARENTLY NOT AS ATTRACTIVF AS WE THINK, THE SECRETARY 


GENERAL SAID, 


THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY, WITH ITS COMPUTER 
CENTER, IS SOMEWHAT CRAMPED IN ITS DOWNTOWN HEADQUARTERS AND 
NEEDS THE EXTRA SPACE. BUT SOME EMPLOYEES SAY THEY WILL QUIT 
RATHER THAN GO OUT TO THE COMPLEX ACROSS THE DANUBE. WE 

WORK IN A GHETTO NOW, AN AGENCY EMPLOYEE SAID, BUT AT LEAST 
WE CAN GO OUT IN THE CITY FOR LUNCH, 8UT AT U.N. CITY, SHE 


SAID, WE WOULD BE TRAPPED THE ENTIRE DAY. THERE'S NOWHERE 
TO GO. 


ONE PROBLEM THE VIENNA U.N. AGENCIES SUSPECT WILL BE THE 
ENORMOUS COST OF RUNNING THE BUILDINGS THEY ARE RECEIVING 
RENT-FREE FROM AUSTRIA. THERE ARE ESTIMATES THAT THE RUNNING 
COSTS WILL EXCEED THE RENT THEY PAY NOW PLUS THEIR CURRENT 
UTILITY PAYMENTS, 


DESPITE THE CURRENT DOUBTS, OCCASIONAL CONSTRUCTION MISHAPS 
AND THE HIGH COSTS, AUSTRIAN OFFICIALS SEE THE UNITED NATIONS 
COMPLEX AND PRESENCE AS A GUARANTEE OF THE COUNTRYS NEUTRALITY. 
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VORCE: THEY ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE DAY THE PIDGEONS LEAVE THE 
herer ENTRANCE HALL AND THE UNITED NATIONS RECEIVES ANOTHER HOME, 
THIS TIME IN VIENNA, 
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